
 
Project name: ILF-Myanmar Juvenile Justice Assessment  

Company name: The International Legal Foundation 

Address: 315 W 39th St #507 

New York, NY 11018 

Procurement Contact Person: Holly Hobart 

Email of PCP: jobs@theilf.org 

Type: Consultancy 

 

Background: The International Legal Foundation (ILF) is the leading global advocate for the 

right to counsel for people who cannot afford lawyers, and is a specialist in the provision of 

quality defense services to marginalized and vulnerable accused in post-conflict and transitioning 

countries. Established in 2001 in New York as a nonprofit organization, the ILF established its 

Myanmar branch in 2017 with the goal to provide quality legal aid services to accused in need, 

and to aid the government of Myanmar to establish a legal aid system that is accessible, 

effective, sustainable, and credible. The ILF prides itself on its data-driven approach to 

improving legal aid delivery. The local offices collect a wide range of data on each case and 

regularly use analytics and statistics to measure the impact of the work. 

 

Challenge: Myanmar is failing to provide meaningful access to justice to children in conflict 

with the law, despite efforts to build the necessary legislative, policy, and administrative 

frameworks. The new Myanmar Child Rights Law provides increased protections for children in 

conflict with the law, including strong language that detention of children should be a last resort 

and the introduction of diversionary programs, but implementation faces major obstacles, 

including the lack of capacity amongst justice sector actors regarding the rights of the child, the 

best interests of the child and adolescent development and rehabilitation.  Notwithstanding the 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, children in Myanmar are routinely subjected to 

judicial proceedings and conditions of confinement that violate applicable standards. Far too 

often, children are locked up for very minor offenses or no offense at all. Further, the Myanmar 

justice system is failing to use more effective and less costly alternatives to incarceration. 

Implementation of the new Child Rights Law, in relation to a range of offences, and without 

discrimination, will require strengthening and guidance for the ethical and professional 

performance of legal aid providers defending juveniles, and to advocate for, and facilitate 

increased cooperation between legal aid providers and probation officers and other service 

providers that can connect children with appropriate services in the community that can assist 

with their rehabilitation.   

 

Project goals and scope of services: The ILF seeks to hire a Juvenile Justice expert to work 

with local partners in ILF offices and Myanmar justice sector stakeholders to: 
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● Conduct an assessment of the juvenile justice system in Myanmar and assess the capacity 

building needs of ILF Myanmar lawyers and juvenile justice stakeholders 

● Map the juvenile justice system in Myanmar to identify where Myanmar lawyers are to 

most successfully engage in meaningful representation for their juvenile clients under the 

new Child Rights Law 

● Introduce best practices to ILF Myanmar lawyers and justice sector stakeholders 

● Assist the ILF to incorporate a developmental model into its representation of juveniles 

accused of criminal offenses and to advocate it incorporation into juvenile justice policy 

in Myanmar 

  

Major Outputs:  

● 3-5 discussions with ILF-Myanmar juvenile justice team to reach objectives listed above 

● Map or flowchart of Myanmar Juvenile Justice Process 

● Trip to Myanmar to train ILF-Myanmar lawyers and engage juvenile justice stakeholders 

● Theory of change and logic model 

● Assessment report and recommendations for moving forward 

 

Anticipated selection schedule: A selection will be made by December 2, 2019. 

 

Submission of Proposals: Proposals should be sent by email to jobs@theilf.org no later than 

November 25, 2019. Top applicants will move on to phone interviews before a final selection is 

made and may be asked for additional supporting documentation.  

 

Timeline:  Anticipated project start date December 9, 2019. The project must be completed by 

September 30, 2020. 

 

Elements of Proposal: Proposals should include a description of activities, methodology and 

suggested timeline, as well as a budget (including any travel that may be necessary for the 

project), and descriptions of relevant past work with links, including references. The applicant 

should indicate any demonstrated experience or expertise in juvenile justice or international 

development work.  

 

Evaluation Criteria: Applicants will be evaluated based on the strength of their past work and 

the feasibility of their proposal. 

 

Possible Roadblocks: The applicant should be comfortable working in a cross-cultural context. 

While the main point of contact will be in the ILF New York office, many working partners will 

be attorneys and stakeholders in Myanmar (translators will be made available). 

 

Budget: $20,000 - $25,000 
 

 

 


